2009 Open Shows: Rules and Regulations

1. The Washington County Horse Council, its officers and members are not responsible for any damage, injury or loss of property as a result of any activities conducted in relationship to this Show.

2. Proof of current (Within past 12 months) negative Coggins AND "Self- Certification of Equine Health"  forms are required at registration. See link to pdf for printing this form.  This is a new MDA requirement that all horse events will have to comply with beginning in 2009.
3. No alcoholic drinks allowed.
4. All decisions of the judge are final.

5. Classes may be split or combined at the option of the show management.

6. All individuals required to wear ASTM/SEI approved riding helmet and boots with a heel. 

7. Showmanship, short stirrup, long-stirrup, green horse, trail, walk, and command & break classes are open to both western and English riders 
8. Walk division limited to riders of any age who are not yet ready to trot.  A person on the ground is allowed in the ring as a safety precaution; however, this is not a lead line class The ground person may not walk immediately alongside the horse and the rider should control the horse’s direction.
9. Short stirrup division limited to children 10 and under (walk/trot). 
10. Long-Stirrup division limited to beginning riders over 10 (walk/trot).  
11. Youth classes are limited to individuals ages 13 and under (walk/trot/canter).           

12. Adult classes open to individuals ages 14 and over (walk/trot/canter).
13. No cross entering between walk, walk/trot-jog, and walk/trot-jog/canter-lope flat mounted divisions.
14. Green horse limited to horses with 2 years or less show experience. Horse may not cross enter into other divisions.
15. Trail classes will be held outside the ring. No practice of trail obstacles permitted the day of the show. Trail course will close at lunchtime.
16. Beginning hunter is limited to horse/rider teams not yet ready to compete over jumps exceeding 18”.  A canter is not required.

17. Intermediate hunter is limited to horse/rider teams ready to compete beyond the 18” level, but are not yet ready to move on to the open level.

18. Open hunter is for horse/rider teams ready for the challenge of more advanced jumping and flat work.

19. Horse/Rider teams may not cross enter between over fences divisions.

20. Martingales prohibited in all flat classes.

21. Gaited classes open to any horse with a smooth gait other than a trot.  Judged on manners and suitability as a pleasure horse.

Grand and Reserve Trophies to be Awarded in Each of the Following Divisions
Short Stirrup
    
Long-Stirrup       Youth English       
Adult English         Youth Western   
Adult Western           
Green Horse        Beginner o/f
Intermediate o/f      Open o/f
Ribbons to 6th Place Will be Awarded in Each Numbered Class 

A small participation trophy will be awarded to riders who complete both walk division classes.
No ribbons will be awarded in Jackpot classes where winners will get 50% of gate fees.

